
Contents
A Brief Chronology .....................................................................vii

Part One: A New Look at Francis
Chapter 1: Why the Past Matters ................................................. 3

Chapter 2: Now, Forget What You’ve Been Told ...................... 13

Part Two: Six Ways Francis Quietly Created a  
Spiritual Vision for the Ages

Chapter 3: Through a High View of Friendship ...................... 31

Chapter 4: By Embracing the Other .......................................... 51

Chapter 5: Through Personal Poverty ....................................... 71

Chapter 6: By Developing a New Spirituality ........................... 87

Chapter 7: Through Gentleness and Care for Creatures ....... 103

Chapter 8: By Embracing Death .............................................. 117

Part Three: Why Francis Matters Right Now
Chapter 9: Looking for Francis Today .................................... 135

Chapter 10: Francis in the Future ............................................ 151

Acknowledgments ..................................................................... 157

Study Guide ................................................................................ 159

Notes ............................................................................................ 165

For Further Reading .................................................................. 177


