
Contents
Chronology of Merton’s Life and World Events
(1915–1968).................................................................... ix

Abbreviations................................................................... xv

Part I: Lessons from the Life and Teachings
of Thomas Merton

1.	 Becoming Who We Are, by James Martin, S.J............ 3

2.	 Meeting Thomas Merton for the First Time,
	 by Mary Neill, O.P..................................................... 13

3.	 On Spiritual Exploration, by Robert Ellsberg............. 29

4.	 How to Be a Friend, by Gregory K. Hillis.................. 43

5.	 Our Expanded Religious and Spiritual Horizons,
	 by Kevin Hunt, O.C.S.O. Sensei............................... 57

6.	 What It Means to Be a Person of Dialogue,
	 by Daniel P. Horan, O.F.M........................................ 71

7.	 How We Understand Our Sexual Lives,
	 by Kaya Oakes........................................................... 89

Part II: Life Lessons in the Light of Merton

1.	 On the Hundredth Anniversary of Thomas Merton’s Birth, 
by Bishop Robert Barron............................................ 101



2.	 How Thomas Merton and the Music of Keith Jarrett 
Changed My Life, by Kevin Burns............................. 105

3.	 Anatomy of a Conversion, by Paula Huston............... 111

4.	 Conversion in Morningside Heights,
	 by Rabbi Phil Miller................................................... 119

5.	 Merton’s Death as Seen from the Home Grounds,
	 by Br. Paul Quenon, O.C.S.O................................... 125

6.	 The Restless, Furious, Quietly Abiding Friend of Us All, 
by Pico Iyer................................................................ 133

7.	 Thomas Merton and the Realization of Us,
	 by Sylvia Boorstein..................................................... 139

8.	 Merton on the Spiritual Promise of Interreligious Dialogue, 
by Acharya Judith Simmer-Brown.............................. 143

9.	 The Dazzling Light Within, by Ilia Delio, O.S.F........ 151

10.	False Self, True Self: Finding the Real Me,
	 by Sue Monk Kidd..................................................... 159

11.	Thomas Merton Is a Dangerous Fellow,
	 by Timothy McCormick............................................ 165

12.	Merton’s Love Affair with the Unknown,
	 by Fr. John-Julian, O.J.N........................................... 171

13.	Staunch Friendship for the Love of God,
	 by Rabbi David Zaslow.............................................. 177

Notes............................................................................... 183

Selected Works of Thomas Merton Published
since 1944........................................................................ 189

The Contributors............................................................. 195


