
Contents
Foreword by Ron Hansen xv

Editor’s Acknowledgments xvii

Introduction xix

I. Family and Friends

Poor Banished Children of Eve 5 Martha Silano 3

Miracle Blanket 5 Erika Meitner 5

In Praise of Single Mothers 5 Kate Daniels 7

Santa Caterina 5 Brian Doyle 12

Conjugating 5 Judith Valente 13

When, at Last, I Meet My Mother Again 5 Jennifer Perrine 16

Self-Portrait as St. Edith Stein 5 Susan L. Miller 17

The Saints of April, 2005 5 Susan Settlemyre Williams 18

Nicaraguan Morning Grounds 5 Rebecca Lauren 20

The Story I Like Best about Saint Teresa— 22 

 5 Susan Blackwell Ramsey

Waiting for Ecstasy 5 Angela Alaimo O’Donnell 23

In the Shower, She Sees White Roses 25 

 5 Annette Spaulding-Convy



Portrait of Myself at Fourteen, as Saint Rose of Lima 26 

 5 Jennifer Perrine

Poem 5 Kathleen Rooney 27

Patron Saint of Worry 5 Kelli Russell Agodon 28

In the Voice of a Minor Saint 5 Sarah J. Sloat 30

Sotto Voce 5 C. Dale Young 31

Anonymity 5 Meredith Kunsa 32

What Physics Teaches Us 5 Gerry LaFemina 33

Twelve Days Before Christmas 5 Susanna Rich 35

Blessing 5 Angela Alaimo O’Donnell 36

Fathom 5 Erika Meitner 37

Proximity 5 C. Dale Young 39

A trap for St. Augustine 5 Maged Zaher 40

Passion 5 Eliot Khalil Wilson 41

Ode to Saint Barbara of the Barbara Shoppe 43 

 5 Rebecca Lauren

Saint Francis at Yoga 5 Susan Blackwell Ramsey 45

St. Pachomius of the Unemployed 5 Alessandra Simmons 46

The Special Guest 5 James Tate 49

Saint Nicholas and My Party Guests Do Double-Takes 51 
 5 Maryanne Hannan



Parable 5 Gerry LaFemina 52

If I Returned to Rancor 5 Joseph Bathanti 53

The St. Vitus Dance of the Factory Floor 5 Jim Daniels 55

The Feast of Stephen 5 Joseph Bathanti 57

The Fannie Situation 5 Jamison Lee 58

Double Saints Day 5 Helen Ruggieri 62

II. Faith and Worship

Faith 5 Maria Terrone 64

The Angel with the Broken Wing 5 Dana Gioia 65

Desert Ascent, John of Climachus 5 Trina Gaynon 67

Offering to Saint Roch 5 Melinda Palacio 69

After Saying The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 5 Karen Kovacik 70

Spokes 5 Kristina Roth 71

Spiritual Exercises in a Cellar Bookstore 5 Brett Foster 72

Blue Willow Plate 5 Victoria Edwards Tester 74

Song for Saint Nicholas Day 5 Terry Kirts 75

Say My Name 5 Franz Wright 77

In Avignon 5 Ned Balbo 78

Agápe 5 Timothy Murphy 79



Absolution 5 Mary Jane Nealon 80

Saint Joe Considers the Furnace 5 J. D. Schraffenberger 81

Pentecost Sunday: Mátyás Church, Budapest 5 Susanna Rich 82

Big Sur Saints 5 Angela Alaimo O’Donnell 84

Pilgrims 5 Erin Elizabeth Smith 85

Saint Rita 5 Lorraine Healy 87

Pilgrimage to St. Colman’s Well 5 Meredith Kunsa 91

Praying to St. Stephen’s Hand 5 Susanna Rich 93

Seeing the Sights 5 Alice Friman 95

Apocalypse Island 5 Nicholas Samaras 97

Astoria 5 Dean Kostos 99

In Her Chapel, La Catedral de Santa Teresa 5 Dean Kostos 101

Away from Dogma 5 Edward Hirsch 103

Rome, Santa Marie en Cosmedin, 11/14 5 Wendy Vardaman 106

St. Peter’s Square, 1979 5 Alan Berecka 107

Manhattan 5 Paul Mariani 109

The Cathedral/Basilica of Saint Louis, King of France 111 

 5 Tyler Farrell

St. Peter, 1957 5 Denise K. Lajimodiere 113

The Mad Nun 5 Dana Gioia 114



Sainthood 5 Joseph Bathanti 117

Girl Saints 5 CX Dillhunt 120

from Niagara Falls 5 Jim Daniels 122

Saint Valentine’s Dinner with Nuns 126 

 5 Annette Spaulding-Convy

All Hallow’s Eve 5 Joseph Bathanti 127

The Feast of St. Anthony 5 Gerry LaFemina 129

The Patron Saint of Lost and Found 5 Greg Kosmicki 130

Saint Anthony’s Day 5 Charlotte Barr 132

The American Cathedral 5 Alan Berecka 133

The Thursday Collection 5 Timothy Murphy 134

The Saint Vincent de Paul Food Pantry Stomp 135 

 5 Martín Espada

The Voodoo Doll Parade 5 Lauren Schmidt 136

Another Mary 5 Laurie Byro 138

All Saints Day 5 Kevin Brown 140

III. Sickness and Death

St. Agnes, Pink-Slipped 5 Ann Cefola 144

Portrait of Mr. Menzies as St. Rita of Cascia 146 

 5 Susan L. Miller

The Lives of the Saints 5 Suzanne Paola 148



San Rocco 5 Joseph Bathanti 151

Watching You, Mother, Almost Thanksgiving, St. Jude’s I.C.U. 153 

 5 Susanna Rich

Bernadette in Transit 5 Mary Ann Samyn 155

Shopping for Miracles: Lourdes, 1979 5 Alan Berecka 160

The Priesthood 5 Mary Jane Nealon 162

The Maculardegeneration Boogie 5 Jim Daniels 165

Elegy for a Living Man 5 Dean Kostos 168

His Mouth 5 Lois Marie Harrod 171

Swans in Flight 5 Christine Redman-Waldeyer 173

Halo 5 Jennifer Bates 175

Rose-Flavored Ice Cream with Tart Cherries 177 

 5 Karen Kovacik

At Daily Mass on the Feast of the Holy Innocents 179 

 5 Rachael Graham

Memorial Sloan-Kettering 5 Judith Valente 180

Pietà 5 Paul Mariani 181

Elegy for the Saint of Letting Small Fish Go 183 

 5 Eliot Khalil Wilson

Then Sings My Soul 5 Paul Mariani 186

Into the Night 5 J. D. Schraffenberger 188

Who Dies of Thirst 5 Mary Jane Nealon 189



Limbo: Altered States 5 Mary Karr 192

Being Called Back 5 Kelli Russell Agodon 194

The Usual 5 Sandra Duguid 196

St. Peter’s B-list 5 Jake Oresick 199

Afterword by James Martin, S.J. 201

Acknowledgments 203

Appendix I: The Saints 214

Appendix II: The Poets 236

Index of Poets 259


