Tough Choices:

Bringing Moral Issues Home


Included below are the dilemmas from each chapter of the text. It is recommended that you re-write the dilemmas to fit more closely the particular situations of your students. Also, make sure to choose new names is those used in a dilemmas belong to any students in class. For more information, see page 13 of the text.

[a]Abortion Dilemma #1


Laura and Jeannie have been good friends for ten years. One weekend Laura was at a party and had too much to drink. At the end of the night she had sexual intercourse with a classmate. Three weeks later Laura told Jeannie that she is pregnant. Laura is scared, confused, and is not sure what she wants to do. Laura mentions that she is thinking of having an abortion and she doesn't want to tell her parents. She tells Jeannie not to mention it to anyone.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Laura do?

2) Should it matter that Laura was drunk when she became pregnant?

3) What should Jeannie do?

4) In this situation, what does being a friend mean?

We have discussed this Tough Choices..

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Abortion Dilemma #2


Kyle and Liz have been best friends since they were eight years old. Mostly because of the length and depth of their friendship, there has never been any physical attraction between Kyle and Liz. In fact, they each steadily dated others. But there was no doubt about how the two cared for each other.


Liz had found out three weeks ago that she was pregnant. Kyle was the first and only person she told. She had already made up her mind to have an abortion, but she needed to hear from Kyle that he would still like her and respect her. Kyle did not know what to think or do. He personally abhorred abortion, and had always taken pro-life stands in any discussion or debate. This attitude was a result of influence from his parents, who were also vocally pro-life and attended protests at some clinics. 


Liz had already made the appointment at the clinic. Though she knew full well Kyle’s beliefs, Liz nevertheless felt that their friendship should outweigh Kyle’s personal convictions. She asked Kyle if he would take her to the clinic on the day of the abortion. This was the very clinic where Kyle had once marched in a peaceful abortion protest with his parents. He was conflicted because Liz was his best friend, and he could not imagine her having to go through this alone.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Kyle do?

2) How should Kyle weight his beliefs versus his friendship?

3) Does he have to choose one over the other?

4) Should it matter that his parents are strongly against abortion?

We have discussed this Tough Choices..

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Abortion Dilemma #3


Christy lives with her five children in a two-room apartment. She is only twenty-five years old. Though she has spent much of her life either using drugs or in rehab, she has recently finished her first year of sobriety. For the past year and a half she has worked as a waitress at a local diner. The money she makes isn't much, but it is enough to keep the heat turned on and her children fed and clothed. Christy hopes that if she provides for her children, they will finish school and make better lives for themselves. 


Christy recently discovered she is pregnant again. She is terrified of the consequences. Her boyfriend (the father of her youngest daughter) refuses to see her or have anything to do with her. Christy knows that if she keeps her baby, it will mean one more mouth to feed. Also, the child would need constant care and supervision. Who would provide this? She can't afford to quit her job and her children are all too young to care for themselves. Giving the baby up for adoption would mean that she would have to take a month off of work and probably lose her job. In addition to all of this, one of the doctors at the free clinic down the street has warned Christy that it is possible that her baby may be born with some birth defects due to the damage done to her body through the years of drug use.


Christy is beginning to think that abortion may be her only option. She doesn't see any way to give birth to this baby and keep food on the table at the same time. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What is the dilemma Christy faces?

2) Make a list of Christy's choices, and the possible positive and negative consequences of each of these choices.

3) What are options that Christy may have overlooked, or any additional means of support and assistance?

4) What moral decision do you think Christy should make? Why? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Capital Punishment Dilemma #1


George’s world has just crashed down around him. His son and daughter were killed when a man broke into their home and shot them in the process of a robbery. The assailant was caught, and a trial was held. The suspect was easily found guilty because of the abundance of evidence left at the scene. Also, a neighbor identified the man as he left the home. There is no question that the man convicted is the killer. Sentencing will begin tomorrow. George is going to be called to the stand for the prosecution. The lawyers want to go for the death penalty, and since the judge is up for election this year, it could pass easily. George is consumed with hate at the sight of the killer. He can’t even look at him. Yet tomorrow, the fate of this man will almost assuredly rest with George. The statement he makes will go a long way towards deciding whether this man will live or die. Before this happened, George was strongly against the death penalty. 

Discussion Questions:

1) How should George approach his testimony?

2) What responsibility does George have if he testifies and the man is sentenced to die?

3) What is your opinion about the death penalty in this case? in general?

We have discussed this Tough Choices..

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Capital Punishment Dilemma #2

Jimmy was a single father of a mildly retarded girl, Gabby. He cared for her every need, helped her cope with the outside world, and supported her. Pretty soon, she became his sole reason for living. As she became a teenager, he allowed her more and more freedom. One day, he let her go to the mall pet store on her own while he went to buy the two of them sodas. In those brief seven or eight minutes, she was abducted from the store. The next day her body was found along a roadside. A convicted child molester was charged with the crime. At the pretrial hearing the man smirked at Jimmy. Jimmy was filled with rage. The next day Jimmy returned to the courthouse with a razor sharp plastic knife. During a lull in the proceedings, he lunched at the man and stabbed him in the neck. The man died instantly. Jimmy was now charged with murder. Anita is the jury foreman. She is a prominent leader in the area and is respected by the other members of the jury. She has great influence over the other jurors on the case.

Discussion Questions:

1) From the information given, should Jimmy be convicted of murder?

2) Would you have favored the death penalty for the man who killed Jimmy’s daughter? What about for Jimmy?

3) Is it ever excusable to strike out against another in anger? Explain.

We have discussed this Tough Choices..

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Child Abuse/Domestic Violence Dilemma #1


Steve and Mark have been friends for years. Growing up, each had spent a great deal of time in the other’s house. Lately, Mark has been noticing that they have spent an increasing amount of time at his house, instead of Steve’s. One day, when picking up Steve for school, Mark noticed bruises down Steve’s mom’s arm and across the side of her face. As soon as Steve got into the car, Mark asked him what had happened to his mom. Steve tried to change the subject, but Mark’s persistence got him to reveal what was really going on: Steve’s father was abusive to Steve’s mother. He told Mark that if the truth got out, the beatings would only get worse. Besides, Steve said this was something he and his mom had learned to live with.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Mark do?

2) Would your response be different if it was a child that was being beaten? How?

3) Does a friend’s request not to tell weigh into the decision? Why or why not?

4) What are the short-term and long-term problems if this is allowed to continue?

5) Are families allowed privacy around an issue like this? Why or why not? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Child Abuse/Domestic Violence Dilemma #2

Mitch is in Will's first period chemistry class. Will knows that Mitch and his dad do not get along well, and he has been in their house during a few of the confrontations. The yelling and distress caused by the situation has often caused Will to leave early. In recent weeks they have been fighting more because of Mitch’s poor grades. Will heard Mitch’s dad tell him that he had one more chance to improve his grade in chemistry, “or else”. Mitch got a “D” on his third quarter report card. On the day after report cards were sent home Mitch came to school with a red mark under his eye. Will asked him what happened. Mitch said that he did not want to talk about it and ignored Will for the rest of the period. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Will do?

2) How would you define child abuse in your own words?

3) Who should Will talk to?

4) Does Will have the right to pry into Mitch’s family situation?

5) Suppose Mitch’s father has been prosecuted for abuse before. Does knowing that Mitch will be placed in a foster home change the situation?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Divorce Dilemma #1

Lisa’s family has always been a close-knit group. Her parents have been very active at the school, in their parish, and in the community. They host parties for nearly every holiday or special occasion, and they are well respected by the parents of their children’s classmates. Rachel has been one of Lisa’s close friends during their high school years. They have seen each other through many highs and lows. Lately, Lisa has been a little down because of what she calls “family problems”. Rachel is a surprised at this admission, considering that most people feel Lisa’s family is the model family. 


Last week, Lisa told Rachel that her parents are getting divorced. For the past week, Rachel has had to console Lisa inside and outside of school because Lisa has been very emotional. Much of the time involves Rachel answering Lisa’s questions, like: “Why is this happening?” “Is this something I did?” “How could I have prevented this?” and “How am I going to grow up without two parents in the house?” Rachel wants to be supportive, but her lack of experience with divorce means she has little knowledge of what Lisa can expect.

Discussion Questions:

1) What could Rachel do or say?

2) Why do people get divorced?

3) Do you know of people whose parents are divorced? Discuss their experience.

4) Is there such a thing as an “ideal” or “perfect” marriage?

5) What is your opinion of marriage? What should an ideal marriage involve?

6) To whom can children turn when faced with the prospect of divorce?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Divorce Dilemma #2


Tonya and Mark are good friends. Mark respects Tonya a great deal and often asks for Tonya’s opinion on various matters. Also, they have been there for each other during tough times. Mark supported Tonya when her brother died. Tonya provided a shoulder to lean on and ear to listen when Mark’s parents were going through their divorce. Mark now lives with his mother, but he is able to see his father every other weekend. 

Lately, Mark has been complaining about his mother. Tonya knows that Mark’s mother is a good person who looks out for Mark’s best interests. She has certain expectations of Mark and enforces her policies. Mark’s father is the exact opposite. He allows Mark to do whatever he wants. He also buys expensive gifts for Mark, even when Mark’s mother specifically asks him to refrain from doing so. Mark has confided in Tonya that he would much rather live with his father because his mother is so mean to him. There is a court appointment coming up next week in which Mark wants to ask the judge to give custody to his father instead of his mother. Tonya knows that Mark’s opinion is biased, but she also knows that he has a great love for his father, and she would not want to alter that perception for Mark.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Tonya do?

2) What does it mean to be a good parent?

3) How much should parents try to be “friends” with their children?

4) What happens when one parent acts in opposition to the wishes of the other parent?

5) How can children of divorced parents show their loyalty and love to each parent without offending the other?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #1


Alex and Jonathon grew up as neighbors, attended school together, and played on the same sports teams. During these years of grade school they were best friends. However, by the time they reached high school they began to make very different choices. Jonathon does well in school and generally stays out of trouble. He has experimented with alcohol on two occasions, but has never been drunk or used any kind of illegal drugs.


On the other hand, Alex has gained a reputation as a troublemaker. He spends a lot of time acting out in order to gain attention. Most of his weekends (and some weeknights) are spent getting drunk and high. Alex was also cited by the police for underage consumption, curfew violation, and driving without a license. Alex received warning that one more disciplinary incident at school or with the police will result in placement in a juvenile detention center.


Today, the high school held a series of random locker checks. With nothing to hide, Jonathon was not worried when called to the office. However, he discovered to his shock that his locker had been searched and a small amount of marijuana had been found. Jonathon knew what happened. Since Jonathon’s locker is on the first floor, Alex often uses it to store books and supplies when in a hurry. Alex is the only person to whom Jonathon has given the combination. Jonathon has little doubt that Alex put the pot in his locker. 


Given the very different reputations the boys have, Jonathon feels certain that if he explains the situation, his principal will give him the benefit of the doubt. The principal also know that Jonathon and Alex are friends.

Discussion Questions:

1) What choices does Jonathon have in this situation?

2) Make a list of the possible positive and negative affects that might result from each of Jonathon's decisions.

3) In what ways do you think Alex’s choice will affect the boy’s friendship?

4) In what ways do you think Jonathon's decision will effect the boys' friendship?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #2


Courtney and Jenny are good friends. They are both juniors. Courtney is a varsity starter on the girls soccer team. The team is ranked first in the state and is headed to the playoffs. Jenny is a member of S.U.D.S. (Stop Underage Drinking among Students). She tries to raise awareness of the harmful effects which can result from alcohol consumption. The school which the girls attend has an official policy dealing with underage drinking. If students are discovered drinking alcohol, they are suspended and banned from extracurricular activities for one year. The policy has not deterred students from drinking. Due to the severity of the problem, the administration recently created a special alcohol task force. The principal asked Jenny if she would be a member, and Jenny agreed. Jenny will be one of a few students who act as “watchdogs” for the administration on the weekends. If students are seen drinking alcohol, Jenny will report their names to the administration.


Jenny attends a party celebrating the soccer team’s success. One of the first things she sees upon entering the house is Courtney drinking with other members of the team. No other members of the task force are at the party.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jenny do?

2) Would it be right for Jenny to help Courtney out but not the others who are drinking?

3) How are the parents whose house is being used for the party responsible?

4) How could Jenny best be a “friend”?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #3


It is the middle of basketball season and Joey has worked very hard. He is the first player off the bench and thinks there may be potential to become a starter before the end of the season. Joey has been competing with Vince for the starting position the entire season and feels that he may be close to earning that starting spot.

 Yesterday Joey saw Vince smoking a cigarette behind the school building with some of his friends (none of whom are on the team). Joey knows that Vince regularly meets at this spot during his free period. Joey thinks that if he turns Vince in, he may get his spot as a starter. However, Joey also knows that Vince will probably be suspended from the team if the coach finds out. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Joey do?

2) Would it matter if Vince was not a friend? Not a starter?

3) Would it matter if Joey did not agree with the school policy in the first place?

4) Should Joey discuss this with Vince first?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #4


John's parents have specific rules that he is not only not to use drugs, but he is not to associate with anyone who does use drugs. This was agreed upon in a conversation several months ago. Recently, John befriended Charles, a new student at school, and invited him over to his house after school. John and Charles spend the afternoon watching a movie and playing computer games. After some time, Charles asks John if he wants to get high. When John says “no” Charles excuses himself, goes outside of the house, and smokes a joint by himself.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should John do?

2) What options does John have?

3) If John is sure his parents will never find out, would that change what John should do?

4) What is your view on drugs and people who use them?

5) How do drugs harm society?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #5


Antoine’s brother Jacob is twenty-two years old. One Saturday with their parents away, Antoine asks Jacob to buy him and his friends some beer for an upcoming party. Antoine tells Jacob that he will drink the beer at a friend’s house and that he plans to spend the night there.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jacob do?

2) Does it matter that Antoine promised not to drive anywhere?

3) Would it matter if Jacob stayed home and supervised his brother’s drinking?

4) Would Jacob be responsible if something were to happen to Antoine and his friends?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #6


Laura, a senior in college, attends a party at an off campus apartment complex. At the party Laura has several alcoholic beverages and she is unable to drive home. However, she has friends at the party who have not had a drink who can take her home.


Laura begins to talk to a guy at the party named Bill who lives at the apartment. The first hour Laura talks to Bill she really feels comfortable and enjoys herself. However, as the evening progresses, Bill says some things that make Laura uneasy. Bill makes several inappropriate sexual advances toward Laura. Laura discovers that all of the designated drivers have left already. She wants to leave immediately to get away from Bill.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Laura risk driving home in order to get away from Bill?

2) How might Laura get out of this situation without risking danger to herself or others?

3) How could this situation have been prevented?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #7


Brandon’s parents allow him to spend the night at his friend Tommy’s house as long as he is ready to come home by 8:00 a.m. the next morning so the family will be on time for a trip to visit Brandon’s grandmother. Brandon has an agreement with his parents not to attend unsupervised parties, especially ones where alcohol is served. Once at Tommy’s, Brandon and Tommy decide to attend an unsupervised party in the adjacent town. Brandon has a few beers at the party knowing that Tommy has promised to be the designated driver.


At about midnight, Brandon notices Tommy holding a beer. He questions Tommy about this, but Tommy reassures him that he will only drink a couple to be sociable. At around 2:00 a.m., Brandon knows that he and Tommy need to be leaving. When he finds Tommy, he sees that Tommy still has a beer and appears to be slightly intoxicated. Both boys are too drunk to drive. Many others at the party are spending the night. But if Brandon does not meet his parents by 8 a.m. they will find out that he went to a party.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Brandon do?

2) What options are open to Brandon?

3) When is punishment the better alternative to choose?

4) Is there a set limit to how many beers a person can have until they are “unfit” to drive?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Drug/Alcohol Dilemma #8


Kalah is a freshman who made the varsity soccer team during recent tryouts. Through this experience, she has made a lot of new upperclassmen friends. This has greatly increased Kalah’s popularity at school. The weekend before the team’s first game, Kalah is invited to a party at one of the older girls’ houses. She is told the party is “for soccer players only” so not to mention it to anyone else. Kalah goes to the party and has a great time as many of the older players act out skits that poke fun at the coaches and teachers of the school. After about an hour, the team captain announces that all the new varsity members need to sit in a circle. The five new members, including Kalah, do so. The captain then says it is time for the initiation to begin. The older players bring out some tequila and tell the new players to take “a few” shots in order to begin the initiation proceedings. Kalah is afraid to take part in this, but she wants to be accepted by the older girls. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Kalah do?

2) How does social acceptance compare with individual integrity in your life?

3) Would it matter if the coach of the team had explicitly forbidden or condoned this activity?

4) What are ways Kalah could say “no” to the drinking and still be accepted?

5) Would acceptance be worth it in a situation like that?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Eating Disorder Dilemma #1


Jill and Stacey have been good friends throughout high school. After Christmas break, they both decide to diet and exercise. They begin to watch what they eat and work out together. By the end of February, both girls are excited to see the results. Over the next month however, Jill notices that Stacey keeps getting thinner. Jill doesn’t think much of this at first, but she begins to notice little things, such as Stacey throwing away her lunch and increasing her workouts to two hours a day. Jill becomes concerned and asks Stacey if maybe she is losing too much weight. Stacey laughs her off and tells Jill not to worry, that she is “only getting in shape for prom.” A few weeks before prom, Jill notices how Stacey’s clothes seem to hang on her and that Stacey seems much more withdrawn than usual. Jill again brings up the issue of weight loss, but Stacey gets angry saying, “I thought you were my friend.” When Jill says she feels Stacey might need to talk to somebody about this, Stacey insists that such a move would ultimately end their friendship. Jill isn’t sure if Stacey is anorexic or not. She is worried about losing her as a friend. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jill do?

2) What does “being a good friend” mean?

3) Is having a friend be angry with you sometimes okay?

4) To whom can Jill turn for help?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Eating Disorder Dilemma #2


Craig and Dave are very good friends. They enjoy hanging out at the local pizza parlor with other kids from school. A few months ago, Craig left the table immediately after a meal to go to the bathroom. When he came back, someone joked that they suspected Craig was bulimic. Everyone, including Craig, laughed because Craig is a muscular guy who is very outgoing, healthy, and active in sports. Dave didn’t think much more about the incident.


Then, last week, Craig had a seizure at football practice. When talking to one of his teammates, Dave found out that this wasn’t the first time such an episode had happened. It led Dave to observe Craig more closely. He noticed how Craig fell asleep in class and how he typically left the lunchroom to go use the rest room in the locker area.


When Dave goes to Craig’s house to pick him up on this Friday night, nobody answers the door. Dave walks into the living room and discovers Craig on the floor. He is conscious, but he is having trouble getting up. When Dave asks Craig if he should call the paramedics, Craig gets upset and says, “No! I’m fine…just got a little light headed.”

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Dave do?

2) Is it surprising to find that males also have eating disorders?

3) Is it possible to have an eating disorder yet appear healthy-looking?

4) What causes eating disorders?

5) What can be done for those with eating disorders?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Eating Disorder Dilemma #3


Rachel has been overweight her entire life. Because most of her family is also overweight, she never used to think much about it. But ever since she entered high school, she has begun to feel a bit more uncomfortable about her body. She is interested in guys, but she feels that nobody will be interested in her because she is heavy. To make matters worse, whenever she feels particularly depressed, she will eat a large quantity of food to “feel better.”


This week is especially trying on Rachel, as homecoming is near and nobody has asked her to the dance. Rachel’s friend, Brittany, knows that Rachel is feeling stressed. She also knows that Rachel uses food to soothe her emotions, but the two have never talked about it. Brittany sees Rachel in the hallway the day before the dance and notices Rachel crying. When Brittany asks her what is wrong, Rachel indicates that she doesn’t feel well and is going to check out of school to go home.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Brittany do?

2) What is the danger of using food for emotional reasons?

3) How valuable is physical appearance to you compared to the rest of the person? Why?

4) Are you happy with your physical appearance? Why or why not?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature
[a]Euthanasia Dilemma #1


Shelby had never liked hospitals, and today was no exception. She made her way to room 201 without making a sound. As she entered, she saw the inert form of her grandfather lying in bed. Shelby’s grandfather recently had a severe stroke. He had been in a coma and on life support for a week. The doctors gave him almost no chance to regain consciousness. They said he would need to be on life support for the rest of his life. Shelby’s parents had talked with her and mentioned the option of taking him off life support. Shelby had heard of euthanasia, but had never thought she would have to deal with it on a first-hand basis. She knew euthanasia was against Church teaching. Her family wanted her input on the matter. She knew that she loved her grandfather, and did not want to see him die. She also knew that she didn’t want him to suffer either. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What do you think Shelby should say?

2) Why do you think the Church is against euthanasia?

3) Is it ever justifiable to take or end a life?

4) Whose pain is eased by euthanasia: the patient’s or the family’s?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Euthanasia Dilemma #2


Tom was on his deathbed. The cancer had now spread from his lungs to his brain. In addition to severe breathing difficulties, Tom now experienced almost complete speech and memory loss, muscle spasms, lack of bowel control—and intense and constant pain. He no longer recognized Helen, his wife of fifty years, and a registered nurse. Doctors estimated that he had less than six weeks to live.


Markelle was Tom’s chief doctor. It was difficult for her to witness the change in Tom from a happy and vibrant man to his current vegetative and hopeless state. Meanwhile, Helen wanted tom to be at peace and out of his suffering.


One afternoon Helen approached Markelle and pleaded for help. She asked Markelle if there was anything that could be done to end Tom’s suffering and speed up his death. Markelle explained that while Tom had a “living will” that stipulated that no extensive measures should be taken to keep him alive, as a doctor, there was nothing she could actively do to end Tom’s life.


Helen cried and asked the doctor if she could get a prescription of morphine for her own pain. Markelle had little doubt Helen planned to administer the medication to Tom. Both were aware that even a small amount extra of morphine would most certainly bring a quick end to Tom’s life. Markelle understood that she would have no legal responsibility if Tom were to die this way.

see him die. She also knew that she didn’t want him to suffer either. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Markelle do?

2) What is her responsibility as a doctor?

3) Is there a difference between legal responsibility and moral responsibility? How so?

4) Is actively causing death the same as allowing someone to die without taking measures to prevent death?

5) Is there value in suffering? If so, what is the value?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Homosexuality Dilemma #1


It is Tami's senior year and she is at the beach on spring break with her best friend, Sonia. They met freshman year and have been inseparable ever since. They are reminiscing about all the memories they have shared and how much fun they had during the past four years. They will attend different colleges next year, but promise that they will remain in close contact. At the end of the conversation, Sonia gets quiet and then makes Tami swear to keep a secret. Tami promises she will, because both of them have shared many secrets in the past. Then Sonia tells her that she is gay and that Tami is the only person she has told. Sonia reassures Tami that she is not attracted to her but needs the support of a friend.

Discussion Questions:

1) How should Tami respond?

2) Should this new information change their friendship?

3) What is your view of homosexual people? Do you know anyone who is homosexual?

4) How are gays and lesbians treated in our society and why?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Homosexuality Dilemma #2


Derek and Rick have been friends since kindergarten. During the summer before high school, Derek told Rick that he thinks he is gay. Rick was surprised, but came to accept it as a part of Derek. Derek made him promise to keep his sexual orientation a secret. Both tried out for the basketball team and made it on the junior varsity squad as freshmen. A few weeks later, rumors started flying around the locker room. One particular upperclassman on the team was talking about not wanting a “fairy” being on the team and he looked at Derek. Today, the same person approached Derek and began pushing him around and calling him “fag” and “queer.” Other members on the team looked at Derek’s direction and laughed or shook their heads, but no one supported him. Derek looks at Rick for help. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Rick do?

2) Is it Rick's responsibility to say something? Why? What?

3) Even though he made a promise to Derek, should Rick tell a person of authority, like the basketball coach or parents, about the upperclassman's behavior?

4) Is there a chance that Derek may not be gay?

5) Have you ever used derogatory words like “fag” or “queer?” Why?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Homosexuality Dilemma #3

 Tiffany, a junior in high school, is confused and scared. She knows she is a lesbian but she has not told anyone because she is scared of being rejected by friends and family. Tiffany's family is Catholic, and as a family they attend Mass every Sunday. She has heard her father make “gay” jokes at family parties sometimes. Her mother always introduces Tiffany to her friends' sons as possible dates. Tiffany feels torn between her beliefs and her feelings.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Tiffany do?

2) How would you react if you were Tiffany's friend?

3) How would you react if you were Tiffany's sister or brother?

4) How should you respond when someone tells a homosexual joke in your presence?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Honesty Dilemma #1


Ron is attending a pep rally in anticipation for his school’s homecoming game. Emotions are high and the atmosphere is electric as the whole school is in a frenzy on a Friday afternoon. Ron is sitting with his best friend, Brandon. They are neighbors and do everything together. However, the two of them are quite different. Brandon often gets into trouble while Ron has a clean record at their school. Brandon has been suspended twice, and according to the school’s policy, three suspensions results in automatic expulsion. At one point during the rally, as the cheerleaders lead the crowd in cheers to welcome the team, Brandon starts replacing some of the words of the cheer with inappropriate language. Ron thinks it is funny and laughs. However, Ron then notices a teacher heading in their direction. She has heard the cheer and demands to know who said it. Ron glances around and notices that the two of them are surrounded by members of the opposite sex, so there is no hope in blaming somebody else. The cheer either came from Ron or Brandon. Knowing that using such language during a school function is a suspendable offense, Ron has a choice. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Ron speak up and take the blame for something his friend did, or should he allow his friend to face the consequences?

2) Would it be different if this was Brandon’s first offense?

3) Is it ever okay to lie for a friend? When?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Honesty Dilemma #2


The Russo children received high marks on their most recent report cards, so their parents decide to take them to dine at their favorite restaurant. The prices are a bit expensive, but the food is well worth it. After a satisfying meal, they decide against having dessert. But when the waitress brings out the dessert samples, the Russos all change their mind and decide to have a dessert item. They finish their dessert and the waitress brings them the bill. The total seems awfully low, and they realize that the waitress accidentally omitted the dessert items from the final bill. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should the family report the missing item on the bill?

2) Would it matter if they had to pay an enormous price for parking?

3) Would it matter if they had never been to the restaurant before and never plan to go there again?

4) What if they knew that if there is an error on the bill, it comes out of the waitress’s pay?

5) Does it make a difference if the service was good or bad?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Honesty Dilemma #3


During September of Derek's senior year, he is working twenty-five hours per week to barely make his insurance payments in addition to paying off the car, gas, and his other expenses. He knows that any accident or speeding ticket would cause his insurance payments to dramatically increase and he knows he couldn't pay for it. In a rush one afternoon Derek pulls out of a store parking lot and doesn’t see the small car parked off center behind him. He hits it, obviously damaging its taillights and scratching the bumper. No one saw him. He knows that, if he leaves his name and number, the person will probably call, get his insurance information and file a police report. This will cause his insurance rate to increase and he will have no way to pay the new amount. Derek knows he will end up losing his car if he leaves his number.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Derek do?

2) Does it matter how much damage was done?

3) Does it matter that Derek knows no one saw him?

4) How would you feel if you were the person whose car was hit and Derek did not leave his name and address?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Honesty Dilemma #4

Kent, Phil, and Brian decide to go on a trip to the city, about three hours from where they live. After about two hours on the road the group needs to stop and get gas. Kent pulls up to a gas station and goes inside to use the restroom. While Kent is in the restroom, Phil and Brian fill the car up with gas. Kent comes out of the gas station and the three friends head off down the road towards Chicago. About forty-five minutes from the gas station the three friends realize that no one paid for the gas. Kent thought that Phil and Brian had paid for the gas while he was in the bathroom, and Phil and Brian thought that Kent had paid for the gas when he was in the gas station.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should the guys turn around and pay for the gas?

2) Should they pay for the gas on the way back home from their trip?

3) Should they not worry about paying the gas station back since they committed an honest mistake?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Honesty Dilemma #5


Gina is a high school student who has been working at a small convenience store for the past six months. There are only five employees in addition to the owner, so she gets to know everyone well. The store does not make a lot of money, but the owner loves what she does because she gets to constantly interact with people. One week, Gina receives her paycheck. She puts it away and finishes her shift. When she gets home she takes it out, looks at it, and realizes there is a mistake. A decimal point has been moved, so instead of receiving $23.50, the paycheck is written for $235.00. Gina knows that the owner does not keep close records, so it would be unlikely for the owner to check on the mistake, but she also knows that the difference in money would come out of the store’s profits. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Gina do?

2) What if the owner could easily check the mistake? How would that make a difference?

3) Does the amount of money make a difference? For example, what if it was $5 dollars added to the paycheck? 

4) What if it was a large company where Gina didn’t know the owner so well and the profits were great? How would that matter?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #1


Paul and Michael are long-time friends. They both attend a school which enforces a strict honor code. The honor code policy states that student may not receive help from or assist in giving help to another student on a paper or test. Further, any students who notices the sharing of such help is obligated to report this violation to a school official. If that student does not, they are just as guilty of the infraction as the person who either gave or received help.


Both Paul and Michael are taking a trigonometry class. This has been Paul’s most difficult subject all year and he has been preparing for weeks for the midterm exam. He enters the testing room and sits behind Michael’s girlfriend Suzie. The teacher comes into the room and passes out the exam. After a few minutes of taking the test, Paul sits back in his chair and stretches. 


As he leans back he notices that Suzie is cheating off of the test next to her. When the test is over the teacher collects the exams. Paul believes that he is the only one who noticed Suzie cheating.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Paul report the dishonesty to the teacher? Does it matter if Suzie had never been caught cheating before?

2) If you were Paul's friend and he told you this story over lunch what would you advise him to do?

3) If the school does not have an honor code, does his responsibility change?

4) How do Suzie's actions affect Paul personally?

5) Would Paul’s responsibility be different if the teacher was not in the room for the test?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism #2


Lincoln High School has a no defined cheating policy. Mr. Evans assigned a lengthy worksheet on the Constitution on Monday. It is due Wednesday. Brant finished the assignment late Tuesday night and came to school Wednesday morning. Maurice, a good friend of Brant, hurriedly came to Brant and asked to copy his homework. Maurice said he didn't have time to do the work because of other homework and his after school job. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Brant do?

2) If Maurice will fail the class by not turning in the homework, does that change how Brant handles the situation? 

3) What if Brant and Maurice were not good friends but just acquaintances?

4) Why is cheating wrong? Who are the people cheating effects in this example? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #3


Kristin and Bernice are not close friends but they have known each other throughout high school and get along well enough. They discover that they want to go to the same out-of-state college. Their senior years they take AP English together and one of their assignments is to put together a fine arts magazine with poems, short stories, and essays by the students. Bernice is the editor. Kristin turns in some very well written poems that won her some local awards. Her poems are about to be published in the high school magazine. Bernice discovers that Kristin copied the poems from the college's fine arts magazine. The writers are college students who are not famous. It would be difficult for anyone around the high school to know that Kristin has plagiarized someone else's work. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Bernice do?

2) Would it matter if Bernice and Kristin were good friends? What if they disliked each other?

3) How does this situation effect the local awards Kristin has already won?

4) What if Kristin changed approximately ten words in a hundred-line poem? Is this as severe?

5) How are taking someone’s ideas and taking someone’s possessions different? Are they different?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #4


Sharon spent most of last night at her best friend Laura’s house, helping her to get over a break‑up. She knew she had a difficult literature test she had to take the next day. The test makes up one-third of the course grade.


Sharon did not have a chance to study and now she might not do well on the test. Lisa, who was a mutual friend of Sharon and Laura, heard of Sharon’s plight. Lisa had taken the same test earlier in the day. Before Sharon’s class met, Lisa approached Sharon in the hall, slipped her a piece of paper with a smile, and walked away in silence. When Sharon opened the paper, she saw all the answers to the test. It was very small, so Sharon could easily hold it in her palm while she took the test. She knew that cheating was wrong, but it wasn’t her fault that she couldn’t study last night. She was just being a good friend. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Is Sharon justified in cheating on the test?

2) What if it were a lesser quiz rather than an important test?

3) Why do people cheat? What purpose does it serve?

4) Are there situations where cheating is acceptable?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #5


Sandra is a cheerleader and vice president of the student council. Due to the upcoming homecoming game and freshmen class elections, this week has been exhausting for her. She has been overburdened by her many responsibilities. Last week, Sandra’s biology teacher assigned a research project. The night before it is due, while talking on the phone, a classmate mentions his difficulty with the project. Only then does Sandra remember the assignment. She begins to panic because all of the libraries are closed. However, she remembers that the teacher recommended that she use the Internet as a resource. While Sandra is searching the web, she comes across an essay written by a college student on the exact topic that had been assigned. Sandra is fairly sure that she can simply copy this paper onto a word-processor and turn it in as her own work without getting caught. However, she knows that if she does get caught, she could risk flunking biology. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Sandra do?

2) Would it matter if the assignment was not due the next day ?

3) Would copying only a few paragraphs or sentences still be considered cheating? How many?

4) Would simply rearranging the words from the Internet site into her own words, without citing the Internet as a source for her research, be considered cheating?

5) Outside of getting caught, what other deterrents face Sandra?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #6


Brandi is currently in a class that she really enjoys. She really respects the teacher, Mr. Schultz, but the class is difficult. Brandi is not doing well in the class. She has an “F” average and needs to get at least a “C” on the final exam in order to pass the class. She has studied very hard for the exam. However, while taking the exam Brandi quickly realizes she is not doing well. She just cannot remember some of the material. She starts to look anxiously at the clock. Suddenly, another teacher comes into the room and informs Mr. Schultz that there is an emergency phone call for him. Mr. Schultz tells the class, “I have to leave for a few minutes. You are on your honor.” Then he leaves. About thirty seconds after he leaves, Brandi hears some of her fellow classmates whispering. She looks around and sees some students with their books and notebooks out, looking up answers. Others are sharing their answers. It would be easy for Brandi to cheat on this exam as well.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Brandi do?

2) What if this test determined whether or not she graduated from high school?

3) Should Brandi inform Mr. Schultz about her classmates’ dishonesty?

4) Is it ever okay to cheat?

5) What constitutes “cheating”?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #7


Calculators today can do a lot more than just add or subtract. Technology is so sophisticated today that calculators can perform calculus problems and run short programs. Some students have used this to their advantage on tests by programming formulas and sample problems into the calculators. Brad just got a brand new sophisticated graphic calculator, and is learning how to use its many buttons. It is Friday and Brad has a difficult test on Monday in algebra. He has been struggling with the material and is really worried about the test. Brad confides with his classmate Clark that he feels stressed out. Clark tells him that he is not concerned because he programmed all the formulas into his calculator. He shows Brad how to do it and justifies that it is not cheating because in the real world one can always look up formulas in a book. Brad agrees, but remembers that his teacher specifically told the class that it is important to memorize all the formulas and to understand how to use them. Brad knows that his math teacher never checks the programs on calculators before a test, so he probably would not get caught. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Brad program the formulas into the calculator?

2) Is this cheating? Why or why not?

3) Should Brad report Clark for programming the formulas in his calculator?

4) If Brad does not get caught, does that make his action okay?

5) If everyone else is doing it, does that make his action less wrong?

6) How would your parents feel if they knew you cheated? How would a younger sibling feel if they knew you cheated?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Cheating/Plagiarism Dilemma #8


James was daydreaming in class, when he was called to attention by the teacher’s movement around the room. James asked a classmate what the teacher was doing and was told that he was checking to see if the students had gotten their progress reports signed by their parents. School policy required all progress reports to be signed and returned to school the following day. That James had forgotten to do this was not completely true. Due to some personal problems, James had had a poor semester in the classroom. He had three D’s and four F’s. That kind of report card certainly would get him grounded and prevent him from going to the upcoming dance. Therefore, he had neglected to show the report to his parents. At James’ school, any student who does not return a signed progress report receives a call home from each teacher. James knows what his mother’s signature looks like and is fairly certain he could forge it on the progress report.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should James do?

2) If you were James’ parent and found out about this situation, what would you tell James?

3) Is it ever permissible to lie or cheat?

4) Does cheating on something small really matter?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Stealing Dilemma #1


Terry has been an employee at a fast food restaurant for the past six months. He expects to receive a raise shortly. Last week, he saw one of his coworkers sell a meal to a customer and pocket the money (about $5). The coworker knows Terry saw him do it, but Terry feels awkward confronting him because he's Terry’s friend and Terry doesn't want to risk that friendship. Terry knows he could get fired or lose his promotion if the manager finds out that he knew about the theft.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Terry do?

2) To whom does Terry owe more allegiance in this situation?

3) If you do not think Terry should tell the owner, would your opinion change if more than $5 was pocketed?

4) What if Terry did not like the coworker?

5) What is Terry’s responsibility to the business?

6) Would it matter if the coworker handed the $5 to a homeless man who was seated outside the restaurant?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Stealing Dilemma #2


Ted and John have been friends for five years. One afternoon they go to the mall together to get some new clothes for school. While at a popular clothing store, John sees Ted take a pair of shorts of the rack and put it under his shirt. Ted doesn't know that John saw him take the shorts. The stores shoplifting policy is prominently displayed stating that security will be called and violators will be prosecuted to the “fullest extent of the law”. Ted motions to John that he'd like to leave the store and continue shopping elsewhere.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should John do? 

2) Should you risk a friend being mad at you if it means keeping him or her out of trouble like this? 

3) If the store manager saw Ted stealing, what should John do?

4) What do you think would happen if John was accused of helping Ted steal?

5) If John doesn’t tell the owner, is he just as guilty as Ted in stealing the shorts?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Stealing Dilemma #3


The school gym is located in an area separate from the rest of the school. Students are not admitted into the facility unless they are in gym class and accompanied by the gym teacher who has the key. Benny has just completed gym class when one of his fellow classmates discovers that the cash he had in his gym bag is missing. This student tells the teacher. The teacher keeps everyone after the bell and summons the principal when nobody confesses. After a lecture, the principal says that he will call each of the students individually into his office. If nobody confesses or if the names of the thieves are not provided, the entire class will be suspended until the stolen cash is returned. All tests, quizzes, homework, and assignments missed during suspension are given automatic “zeroes”. However, ratting on a fellow classmate is seen as an unpopular move. Benny did not steal the property, but knows who did. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Benny do?

2) Would your answer change if you were the student whose money was stolen?

3) Is it ever okay to withhold the truth when someone directly asks for it?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature


Student Signature

[a]Sexuality Dilemma #1 


Maggie always used to enjoy mathematics, but this year has been a little different. The teacher, Mr. Johnson, is a very difficult teacher. He knows mathematics extremely well; however, he seems to treat female students unfairly. Maggie herself has felt this treatment. She remembers numerous occasions when Mr. Johnson ignored her questions in class because he didn’t feel they were worth answering. Also, she felt that he had graded her and other female students’ tests more harshly than the male students. When some of the female students approached him about it, he just said that they were being overly sensitive and that they should grow up. Maggie felt that the girls’ concerns were justified, and she realized that she wouldn’t mind having a different math teacher.


The situation took an ugly turn last week. One of the female students went to administration and complained that Mr. Johnson had sexually harassed her and other female students. Then other girls came forward and supported her story. Mr. Johnson was under investigation for harassment and, until the matter was sorted out, he had to leave the school. A couple of days after the accusation, Maggie overheard some of the girls talking. She heard one of them say, “Yeah, we showed him, didn’t we!” which was followed by a lot of giggling. One of the girls in the group was Maggie’s friend Lauren.


Later on, Maggie asked Lauren what the girls had been talking about. Lauren made Maggie promise not to tell anybody what she was about to tell her. Some of the girls had gotten together and made up the story about Mr. Johnson so that he would get in trouble and have to leave the school. Maggie did not like Mr. Johnson because she felt he was unfair to females, but she did not think it was right for him to lose his job and have to go around with this label of being guilty of sexual harassment. Lauren was a good friend of Maggie’s, and she did not want her to get in trouble. Also, the girls in the school could gang up on a person and be very mean when they were thwarted (as Mr. Johnson found out). 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Maggie protect her friend (and herself) by concealing the story, or should she risk social ostracism by helping a teacher that she did not even like?

2) What other avenues were open to Maggie and her friends?

3) Discuss the seriousness of a sexual harassment charge.

4) Which should have more value in this case, justice or friendship?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sexuality Dilemma #2


Jenny’s best friend Rachel has been dating Ben for about two months. Rachel thinks he is the greatest. She swears he can do no wrong. He does seem perfect to Jenny, too. One Saturday morning, Rachel starts crying the moment she sees Jenny. Jenny cannot even speculate as to why she is upset. Eventually, after much coercion, Rachel begins to talk. Jenny comes to find out that Rachel had sex with her boyfriend the night before. Jenny does not think that Rachel wanted to, though. Rachel won’t say that he raped her, but Jenny can tell that the event wasn’t exactly consensual. Rachel is blaming herself because she thinks she led him on by the way she was acting. She said that she had been putting up resistance and really didn’t want to have sex. But they had been drinking and she says that some memories are a little fuzzy. Jenny wants her to tell someone about it so she can get help. Rachel doesn't want to. She says Ben didn't mean to do anything wrong. She doesn't want Jenny to tell anybody about it either. Rachel doesn’t want anyone to know what happened. She doesn’t want her boyfriend in trouble and she says she will never forgive Jenny if she tells anyone. Jenny knows Rachel needs help—that what happened wasn’t right—but she doesn't want to put her friend through more grief or go against her wishes. Jenny is the only one who knows about this. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jenny do?

2) What ramifications will her action have? Her inaction?

3) What do you think will happen to Ben if Jenny tells an adult in authority about what happened? What will happen to Rachel?

4) Is this situation worth putting a friendship in jeopardy?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sexuality Dilemma #3


Janet and Shannon share the same beliefs about premarital sex. So much so that they both came to an agreement four years ago that each of them would help to make sure the other would keep the commitment by taking steps to ensure that the other would not put themselves in a bad situation. But since that time, Janet has been getting pretty serious with the person she is dating. She confides in Shannon that she plans on having sex this weekend. When Shannon tries to bring up the agreement they had, Janet says that she knows what the two of them promised but assures Shannon that this is a totally different situation. Janet appreciates that Shannon cares, but says that the agreement was originally intended for a situation where one of them was having sexual feelings for a person that they really did not know. Janet confesses that this is “true love” and wants to share this love with sexual intimacy with her boyfriend. Further, she tells Shannon that she has never been more sure of anything, seems very happy and very sure of her decision, and would like Shannon to be happy for her.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Shannon do?

2) Should either of the girls’ parents be told?

3) How can present emotions overshadow lifelong beliefs?

4) What does “being a friend” truly mean in this situation?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sexuality Dilemma #4 

Jenny and Ashley are best friends. They have grown up together and have gone to school together their entire lives. The great thing about their relationship is they can share things with each other that they cannot tell anybody else. They are extremely similar in their interests. The only difference is that Ashley is sexually active and Jenny has decided to wait until marriage before having sex. One Saturday morning, Jenny stops by Ashley’s house. Jenny is anxious to hear about the details of the previous night’s party which she could not attend due to a family commitment. She enters Ashley’s room and sees her friend crying on the bed. When she asks Ashley what is wrong, Ashley tells her that she made a mistake last night. She does not want to share any more information but Jenny presses the issue because she knows Ashley wants to tell somebody about what happened. Ashley finally relents and explains that at the party she had been drinking and talking with Scott, their mutual friend. Ashley and Scott decided to be “alone,” so they went to one of the unoccupied bedrooms and began making out. Ashley tells Jenny that after a while, she wanted to stop and return to the party, but Scott wanted to continue. When she resisted, Scott became forceful. She tried to stop him, but eventually they had sex. Ashley ended the story by saying repeatedly, “It’s all my fault.” It became pretty clear to Jenny that Ashley had been raped, but when she suggested this to Ashley, Ashley said, “Oh no, Scott would never do that, and I shouldn’t have been there in the first place.” She then asks Jenny to promise that she will not tell anyone. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jenny do?

2) Whom should be contacted? What steps should be taken?

3) Does it matter if Ashley and Scott had had a sexual encounter in the past?

4) How would you respond to somebody who claims that the victim is partly to blame in a rape situation?

5) What could have been done to prevent this situation from occurring?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sexuality Dilemma #5


Jill and Matt are good friends who both work as counselors for a church camp. They carpool to work, each one alternating weeks to drive. One day, during Jill’s week of driving, Jill stops to pick up Matt but discovers her friend asleep. Matt apologizes and asks if Jill would mind waiting fifteen minutes while he showers and gets dressed. Jill says okay and asks Matt if she can check her email on Matt’s computer while she is waiting. Matt has no problem with this, so Jill sits down at his computer. On Jill’s home computer, she has her email server’s web address bookmarked so she can get to her email messages quicker. By force of habit, she checks Matt’s bookmarked section. What she sees stops her dead in her tracks. Listed on Matt’s bookmarked page are a handful of web addresses for sites featuring pornographic pictures. Considering where they work, this causes Jill to feel uncomfortable. However, she cannot believe her friend would be interested in such material and is sure that there must be another reason the sites are on his computer.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jill do?

2) How can a person’s private life affect their professional life? Why or why not?

3) Is Internet pornography different than traditional forms of pornography (magazines, books, videos, etc.)? Why or why not?

4) Is pornography a private matter or does it affect a larger part of society?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Suicide Dilemma #1


Some people just don’t stand out in a crowd. David was this type of person. He was very quiet, keeping to himself most of the time. Students in the school thought he was a little strange but generally left him alone. One group of students, however, constantly made David the subject of their jokes. David never had a response, he simply kept his head down and remained quiet.


Sean was good friends with several of the kids in this group of teasers. Overall, Sean was a good person. He was very involved at his school, from athletics to student government, and even found time to perform charity work on the side. But when his friends would make fun of David, he felt compelled to join in, but not with the same intensity. He really did not want to make fun of David, but he also did not want to go against what his friends were doing.


One Friday, Sean was at the library when David suddenly appeared and sat down at his table. Sean was surprised, but the look on David’s face forced him to remain seated. It was a look of pain and fear that Sean had never seen before. Sean asked David what was wrong, and that was all it took. He told Sean that he wanted to talk to him because he seemed like a leader and a person who would listen. He described to Sean how painful it was to be an outsider and not part of the “in” crowd. He went on to explain that he suffered from depression, and even went so far as to confide that he had considered suicide a year ago. Sean was touched that David had chosen him as a confidante. David continued talking, as if he had not spoken to another person in years, and Sean soon realized that they had several common interests and that he enjoyed talking with David. He felt awful for ever having made fun of David and promised himself that it would not happen again.


Later that day, Sean was standing with his friends, hurriedly packing his books in order to catch the team bus for the football when David came up to him again. His friends immediately began making fun of David but fell silent when David began talking to Sean. David looked completely upset and indicated that something terrible had happened. Then David looked intently at Sean and said emphatically, “Goodbye Sean.” Sean had to catch the bus, but given the subject of their earlier conversation, he was worried about David. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Sean do?

2) Would the situation be different if Sean knew David better?

3) Have you ever known somebody like David? How was he treated?

4) What steps could be taken to make sure David doesn't feel like an outsider?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Suicide Dilemma #2

 Kent is a loner at school. He feels like he has no friends and people often walk by him as if he doesn't exist. The popular crowd has even teased him and he has come to resent them. Sometimes Kent wishes he could just disappear or make everyone else disappear. Thoughts of suicide have crossed his mind, but he feels as if he has no one to turn to for support. He has contemplated revenge against the popular crowd, but he remembers what happened at Columbine and other high schools and cannot imagine doing such harm. Kent feels confused, helpless, afraid, depressed, and angry.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Kent do?

2) What options does he have for seeking help?

3) What can society do to prevent such tragedies as suicide and school shootings?

4) Have you ever felt depressed? If so, how did you get through it?

5) If you were Kent’s friend, what would you do?

6) If you barely knew Kent, what could you do?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[ch]Other Dilemmas

[a]Government Dilemma #1


Congressman Frank Dillard has been a hard working representative for his district for fifteen years. He has a very good reputation among his constituency as well as other representatives. The House of Representatives has proposed a bill that would put many restrictions on the tobacco industry. Congressman Dillard has strong feelings about the dangers of tobacco since his father died of emphysema at a young age. However, the district that Congressman Dillard has lived in all his life and now represents is a major tobacco-producing district. Congressman Dillard's constituency is comprised of many tobacco farmers whose incomes rely on a strong tobacco market. Congressman Dillard is torn between his personal beliefs and his constituency's desires.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Congressman Dillard follow his personal beliefs or the wishes of his constituents?

2) Does Congressman Dillard have a moral obligation to vote the way his constituents want him to since he represents them?

3) Does Congressman Dillard have a moral obligation to go against his constituents because he knows the dangers of tobacco?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Government Dilemma #2


Brian, 25, has recently completed law school. His first job is as a public defense lawyer who works with those who have committed grave crimes. Most of these “criminals” are underprivileged and have led very tough lives. One of the reasons why Brian chose this work is so that he can defend those who have been victims of poverty and difficult situations.


Brian’s first client is assigned to him by the court. The man has been accused of murder. He does not admit to either doing or not doing the crime. He asks Brian to base his defense on casting “reasonable doubt.” Brian, meanwhile, is not sold on the man’s innocence. Brian thinks he could win the trial and is anxious to get started with his law career, but he’s not sure whether he can justify defending a man who is very likely guilty of a brutal crime. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Brian do?

2) What if the crime was not murder? Would it make a difference if the crime was theft, arson, or cheating on taxes?

3) What comes first in your life: money, law or your ideals?

4) Can you separate your personal life/beliefs from your professional life/beliefs?

5) Would you be able to work in the type of profession that Brian does? Why or why not? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Multicultural Dilemma #1


Kim lives in a predominantly white neighborhood. Theresa is one of only five black students in a student body of 500. Kim and Theresa are not friends but have a few classes together. One day, Kim gets to school and learns that Theresa was pulled over at night and unfairly harassed and physically assaulted by two white policemen. It makes the front page of the newspaper and everyone is talking about it at school. From all the published reports, the police were out of line in their use of force and many believe the assault was racially motivated. Plans are made in the community for a protest, blockading the outside of the police station. The chief of police has stated that while demonstrations are permitted by law, any demonstration that impedes the normal routine of the police force will be treated as an obstruction of justice. Classmates of the girls are planning on leaving school during their fourth and fifth periods to protest at the police station. Kim is considering going to the protest as well.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Kim do?

2) What could be the consequences for going to the protest?

3) What is your responsibility in promoting racial harmony and justice?

4) How should one respond to unjust actions?

5) Is acting on the behalf of justice a reason for skipping school?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Multicultural Dilemma #2


Mark’s English class is reading a story about the Holocaust. To further the students’ understanding, Mark’s teacher, Mr. Davis, brings in a guest lecturer. This guest speaker is an older man who was part of the “Nazi Youth” while growing up in Germany in the 1930s. The first part of the talk is extremely informative and delivered well. But about thirty minutes into the lecture, the speaker begins to espouse anti-Semitic views, some implicit, others more explicit. He makes comments which offend Mark and with which Mark vehemently disagrees. Mr. Davis told the class before the lecture that questions and comments were appropriate anytime.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Mark raise his hand and tell the speaker he is offended by his remarks?

2) What would be the consequences if Mark chooses to speak up?

3) What if the consequence for confronting the speaker was suspension from school? Should Mark still speak up?

4) How important is it to stand up for what you believe in?

5) How do you stand up for your beliefs?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Multicultural Dilemma #3


Ashley and some of her friends are hanging out at the mall watching people and talking. Comments are constantly being made about the different people they see:


 “He walks like a girl. He must be gay.”


“That guy's huge! I bet he uses steroids.”


“Did you see that girl? What a nerd! Her hair is greasy and her outfit’s atrocious.” 


 “Don’t play country music in this crowd. Too many African Americans here.” 


Ashley is uncomfortable with the comments being made, but she does not say anything.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Ashley do?

2) What is a stereotype? Name some of the stereotypes you know.

3) How do stereotypes affect people?

4) How should you react if someone defined you by a stereotype? (For example, if you were tall, people assume you play basketball.)

5) Why are stereotypes used so often in our society?

6) How does the media—television, movies, music, magazines—affect our stereotypes?

7) When have you used stereotypes? How did the other person react?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Multicultural Dilemma #4


Timoteo was excited. Tonight he had a date with Shakema. Both are sophomores at the same high school and had been friends for a long time, but now they were ready to start dating. While walking down the stairs, his mom asks if he could come into the living room to talk with her and his dad. His parents sit him down, and his father says, “Your mother and I agree. We do not approve of you going on this date with Shakema.”

This surprises Timoteo, and he asks, “Why not? You already know her. I know you like her.” His mother responds, “That was before. She makes a nice friend. We do not approve of the dating.” Timoteo asks again, “Why?” His father said, “She's black. You are Filipino. We do not approve.”

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Timoteo do?

2) Should Timoteo tell Shakema what his parents said?

3) How would you react if your parents approached you with a similar situation?

4) How would you react if your date’s parents disapproved of you the way Timoteo's parents disapproved of Shakema?

5) How does your peer group react towards interracial dating?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Parent-Child Dilemma #1


Shelley’s best friend, LaDonna, has not been getting along with her parents lately. Each day, it seems, La Donna recounts a new story of a fight that occurred between herself and her parents the previous night. LaDonna constantly complains about how strict they are and how they do not understand her. They never let her go out and if she gets any grade less than an A, they are outraged. Once, LaDonna came home with an 85 percent on a test and her parents grounded her for a week. LaDonna believes that this is negatively affecting her personal, social, emotional, and spiritual well-being. She confides in Shelley that she cannot take it anymore and is going to run away from home the next weekend. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Shelley advise LaDonna to do?

2) Should Shelley feel obligated to tell LaDonna’s parents?

3) What other options does Shelley have?

4) What could have been done to avoid this situation?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Parent-Child Dilemma #2


Tom and Erik are high school sophomores and are huge fans of the same rock band. Between them they know every song the band plays. Tom's mother has been supportive of his guitar playing because it is a hobby that he is passionate about, but she is concerned about the drug culture she believes surrounds the band. Tom is introspective and spends most of his time playing music in his room. 


Tom and Erik learn that the band they like is playing at an area arena the following weekend. Tom's mother forbids him to attend the concert because she knows that there will be illegal substances there. On the night of the concert, Tom tells his mother that he is sleeping over at Erik's house. The boys now have an opportunity to go to the concert.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Tom attend the concert against his mother's wishes?

2) What advice would you give him as a friend?

3) How might Tom convince his mother to let him go to the concert?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Parent-Child Dilemma #3


Frank has a wife and two small children. He was laid off from his job at a chemical plant four months ago and has not been able to find work since. Because of the loss in family income, he and his family could no longer afford the apartment they had been renting. They were forced to move somewhere they could afford, which happened to be in an area of town with a high crime and burglary rate. Frank finds a job as a night watchman at an office building, but that means leaving his family alone for most nights. He is afraid to do so in such an unsafe neighborhood. When he asks his new neighbors about how they protect their families, they all tell him that the only true way to protect loved ones is by purchasing a gun. Frank wants to ensure his family’s safety but he does not like the idea of keeping a gun in the house. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Frank do?

2) What are the dangers of keeping firearms in the home?

3) Are there any alternatives to protecting a family?

4) If a gun is deemed necessary, what precautions should be taken to ensure it is used safely?
[a]Poverty Dilemma #1


Emily works as a computer consultant in Boston. She is single and earns a very generous salary. Today on her way to lunch she passes a man who claims to be homeless. He is sitting in front of a grocery store and begs her for money. The only money she is carrying is a $20 bill and some loose change. She wants to help the man, but she is not sure what he will spend the money on. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Emily do?

2) Does it matter how old the man is, what the man looks like, or what gender the person is?

3) Does Emily’s income matter?

4) What options does Emily have other than giving money?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Poverty Dilemma #2


Over the school break Tracy’s mom graciously provides her with the opportunity to fly to visit her friend Chris in Los Angeles. Her week has been wonderfully spent seeing the sites of southern California. The last day of her stay they are to visit the Los Angeles art museum. As she drives with Chris from the outskirts of LA further into the heart of the city, she passes through some rundown neighborhoods. In the heat of midday, children are running up and down the street, involved in a fast game of street baseball. Teenagers are relaxing, huddled around cars and chatting with one another. Mothers are found clustered in groups, tending to the toddlers, recalling their morning to one another.

 Tracy is immediately caught up in the vitality of the street activity, mesmerized by this vibrant community of families who really seem to know one another and freely share their lives with each other. She is so enthralled that when Chris off-handedly interrupts her thoughts with a scornful comment, she is shocked. Chris says: “This could be a nice area if these people would only take care of it. Look at all that graffiti.”

Discussion Questions:

1) How should Tracy respond to Chris' statement? 

2) What could Tracy do, if anything, to help broaden the minds of people like Chris? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Relationship Dilemma #1 


Jackie is a senior in high school. She has a very close friend, Lindsey, who has been dating the same guy for the past year. Jackie has noticed in the past few months, however, that Lindsey’s boyfriend has been controlling much of Lindsey’s life. For example, her boyfriend bought Lindsey a cell phone so that he would be able to contact her whenever he wanted. Lindsey has not been able to spend much time with Jackie lately because she seems to always be with her boyfriend. In addition, Lindsey’s grades are starting to decline, and Jackie is worried that she might not graduate. She also notices that Lindsey has been arguing more frequently with her parents. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jackie do?

2) If you were in Lindsey’s place, what would you want a friend to tell you?

3) Whom should she speak to or approach first?

4) What can be done to avoid being caught in possessive relationships?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Relationship Dilemma #2


Scott has known Dan since they were five years old and they have been great friends ever since. Scott has known Christine for three years and has become very close to her as well. Scott thinks the world of both of them. So much so, that a year and a half ago, Scott introduced the two of them. Dan and Christine took a liking to each other and have been dating ever since. One Friday night, Scott attends a party where a lot of his friends are celebrating the end of another week of school. He is unfamiliar with the house he is in and needs to find a bathroom. He opens up one door after another, but none of them is a bathroom. Scott tries one last door at the end of the hall, and when he opens it, he sees Dan and a girl he does not know kissing on a bed. Dan sees Scott, and his face goes white as Scott quickly closes the door. All weekend Scott thinks about what to do. When he comes to school on Monday, Dan says he needs to talk with him. When they are alone, Dan tells Scott that he and Christine have been having problems recently. He says they are both unsure about their relationship and where it is. He asks Scott not to tell Christine about Friday night because he has to sort some things out. Scott is not sure if this means Dan will talk to Christine about the situation himself or not. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Scott do?

2) If Dan doesn’t talk to Christine, should Scott do anything?

3) To whom does Scott have more allegiance?

4) Are male/male or female/female friendships more important than male/female friendships?

5) If this happens again, is Scott absolutely obligated to do something?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Relationship Dilemma #3


James and Hope have been dating for two and a half years. They have talked of getting married. Hope knows that James relies on her and that she is an enormous part of his life. She sometimes worries his life may fall apart without her. But now she feels herself growing distant from James. She doesn't want to bring this up to him for fear of hurting him, though she would like to find a way to break up. James has no knowledge of her confusion. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Hope do?

2) Are relationships healthy if one individual is completely dependent on another?

3) What is a charitable way to break up with somebody?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Relationship Dilemma #4


Jason and Michael are seniors on the varsity football team. They have been friends since freshman year. Michael has been dating Jason's sister Rene for about six months. During a conversation in the locker room one afternoon the players are talking about cheating on their girlfriends. Most of the guys don't think it is wrong as long as they don't get caught. Michael echoes the sentiment of the group by arguing that, “if nobody else knows, how can it be wrong?”


Jason has noticed that Michael has been hanging out with the captain of the cheerleading squad before school. When Jason approaches Michael about the topic, Michael becomes defensive and says that they are just friends.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Jason tell Rene about the locker room conversation?

2) Should Jason confront Michael about this topic again?

3) What is Jason's responsibility as a teammate? As a brother?

4) Should Jason tell his parents what he has heard?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Relationship Dilemma #5


John and Amy have been going out for three months. John is intellectual and funny, while Amy is sensitive and beautiful. The fact that his girlfriend is extremely attractive, until recently, was something John was happy about. But in the past few weeks, John has been noticing that whenever the two of them go out, guys are constantly hitting on Amy. John completely trusts Amy, and he does not want to bring up the subject with her because he does not want to appear jealous. The main object of John’s concern is Vince, the captain of the football team. He constantly flirts with Amy in school, and John has heard from friends that Vince said he “doesn’t care if Amy has a boyfriend because she’ll be mine soon.” Tonight, John and Amy are at a party and once again, Vince appears to be monopolizing Amy’s time. John tries to ignore it but he notices Vince touch Amy’s waist and hands on repeated occasions. One of John’s friends tells him that Vince promised he would “have” Amy by the end of the night. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should John do?

2) Whom should John approach?

3) What are effective ways to communicate feeling uncomfortable in a relationship?

4) Are there any accepted norms of behavior for situations like this?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Science/Medicine Dilemma #1


Sarah is a high school senior and works in an AIDS clinic as a nurse's aid. She wants to be a doctor someday and has spent her last two summers working at this clinic. Sarah respects the code of confidentiality that her patients require and recognizes the social stigmas that are unfairly attached to AIDS. Sarah is also very careful to take appropriate steps of safety when dealing with patients. This includes wearing latex gloves, a facemask, and occasionally goggles. One afternoon while shopping at the mall with friends, Sarah encounters a patient from the clinic shopping alone. They pass each other and smile politely. While shopping in the store, Sarah hears a commotion in the back of the store. She follows the noise to a crowd of people where all the attention is focused and sees the woman from the clinic passed out on the floor. A man steps forward and says that he knows CPR. He asks everyone to back up so he can begin to help the woman.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Sarah tell the man that this woman has AIDS?

2) Does she have a greater responsibility to the patient or to the helpful stranger?

3) Does it matter that the man's children are watching?

4) What if the woman is bleeding from the mouth?

5) In what cases should confidentiality be compromised?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Science/Medicine Dilemma #2


Maureen is a doctor in the emergency room at the local hospital. On a particularly quiet night, the hospital receives word that there has been a horrible accident only a few blocks away. It seems that a car ran a red light while being chased by the police and smashed into a minivan carrying a family of four. All four members of the family were killed instantly. The driver of the car is brought by ambulance to the hospital. He has massive head injuries and requires quick and intensive treatment if he is going to live. The policeman who accompanies him explains to the emergency room staff that this man is wanted for murdering his own wife and child and led the police on a huge car chase through the city before crashing into the minivan. Maureen knows this man will surely die without her help. She thinks that she can save the man, but knows that nobody will know if she doesn’t give her best effort and the man happens to die. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Maureen do?

2) Is one human life ever less important than others?

3) Is not doing everything possible to save a human life the same thing as ending one?

4) If this person lives and goes on to kill again, is Maureen partially responsible?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Science/Medicine Dilemma #3


Mrs. Terry had reminded the students to keep their goggles on throughout the entire lab period. She said if they needed to wipe them off, they must go to the hall and do this because of the dangers of getting chemicals in their eyes. She said it was especially dangerous for people who wear contact lenses because the contact lens can trap the chemical in the eye, preventing it from being washed away by tears. This results in damage to the eye.


Tim and Danny are lab partners in Mrs. Terry's chemistry class. One afternoon the two were conducting an experiment dealing with acids and bases. Tim took off his lab goggles because they were getting foggy. While he was wiping them off, something splashed out of a beaker and got in Tim's eye. Tim was obviously uncomfortable, but said that he was alright. Danny could see that Tim's eye was very red. Tim wears

contact lenses.


Both students know that Tim will lose all of his lab points for removing his goggles during the lab. Tim does not want to tell Mrs. Terry, and he asks his friend Danny not to say anything either.

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Danny alert Mrs. Terry to the chemistry accident?

2) Would you have a different answer if Tim did not wear contact lenses?

3) How could this have been prevented?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Science/Medicine Dilemma #4


Stanley and Tronesia just got married. They had genetic testing done, and have been informed that they are both carriers of the gene that codes for Tay-Sachs Disease. This means that although neither of them have the disease, they do have the instructions for the disease in their genome. There is a chance that these instructions could get passed on to their children. If they decide to have children, there is a 25 percent chance that each of their children will be afflicted with this disease.


There is no cure for Tay-Sachs Disease, and those who have it normally die by the time they are five years old. The disease results in the destruction of the nerve cells in the central nervous system. This causes a gradual deterioration of mental and motor skills, until death occurs. The bottom line is this is a horrible disease and the individual with the disease will endure much suffering, as will the parents who watch their child gradually die. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Stanley and Tronesia attempt to have children?

2) Should this decision be allowed to be made by anyone other than the parents? For instance, should the government be able to pass a law preventing people in this situation from having children?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]School Violence Dilemma #1


Early in his freshman year, Johnny was turned around on his way to class and came upon a part of school he had never been to before. As he tried to make his way through the crowd of students hanging out there, a fight broke out. Johnny had nothing to do with the fight and quickly moved out of the way and on to class, but not before seeing one boy throw a metal trashcan at the head of another. Several students identified Johnny at the scene.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Johnny do?

2) If Johnny is sure he was not seen, should he definitely report the incident?

3) What if he believed someone could be seriously injured?

4) Who could Johnny tell?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]School Violence Dilemma #2


Although serious violence has not yet affected his school, there have been many bomb threats and rumors of violence occurring at other nearby schools. Last week while Quentin was at lunch, he overheard a conversation between a group of friends who were scheming to perform an act of violence on his school. In the midst of the conversation, they noticed Quentin watching and decided to continue the conversation elsewhere. Quentin wants to report them to a school authority, but he is worried that they will know that Quentin was the source since they saw him listening. However, he also feels a moral responsibility to speak up if lives could be at stake. 

Discussion Questions:

1) Should Quentin confront that group directly?

2) If so, what should Quentin say to the group?

3) If they hurt anyone or do damage to the school, and Quentin does not tell, is he partially responsible?

4) What is your responsibility to your school, its students, and faculty?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]School Violence Dilemma #3


Robbie is usually upset about something or another. When he isn’t complaining about grades, it’s the administration, jocks, or other students who kiss up to teachers. Margaret does not know Robbie well, but they sit next to one another in their last period of the day. Usually, Margaret thinks Robbie’s complaints are funny, but lately he seems a little angrier than usual. He’s been talking about a lack of respect and how much he hates the school.


Today, their class got back a research project, and Robbie received a low grade again. As they were leaving class, Robbie said to Margaret, “You know, that’s it. These people don’t know who they’re dealing with. But after tomorrow . . . they’ll know.”

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Margaret do?

2) Should all threats of this kind be taken seriously? Why or why not?

3) What can schools do to prevent violent actions?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sports/Sportsmanship Dilemma #1 


John’s friend Terrell is extremely into sports. He has a dream of playing football in college someday. John has watched him workout everyday over the summer and noticed that he has put on a tremendous amount of muscle. As the season is about to start, college scouts begin to visit and it seems that Terrell’s dream may come true. 


One day John is at Terrell’s house, and Terrell asks him to get something from his desk in his room. Apparently John opens the wrong drawer in the desk, because what he is looking at is a bottle of steroids. Terrell sees what happened and tries to play it off. “It’s not what you think,” he says. “Coach gave them to a couple of us. They are brand new, so they aren’t illegal yet. They’re really helping me put on muscle!”


John cannot believe what he is hearing. Terrell is an intelligent guy and knows that he could be harming his body. John knows that steroids are illegal. He is very worried about his friend and the danger he is in. On the other hand, he doesn’t want to get his friend in trouble, nor the whole football team, because most of the school would be mad at him. Terrell would be crushed because this might ruin his chance at playing in college. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should John do?

2) What does “being a friend” mean in this situation?

3) What advice would you give Terrell?

4) Should John limit his concern to his friend, or should it extend to the entire football program?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sports/Sportsmanship Dilemma #2

 Sydney has a daughter that swims on the summer country club swim team. Every Wednesday night during the summer her daughter competes in a swim meet. For the last eight years Sydney has volunteered to be a judge for the swim meets. She watches the swimmers to make sure that they do their strokes legally during the races. During the swim meet, Sydney is in charge of judging the opposing team's swimmers while the opposing team's judge watches Sydney's daughter’s team's swimmers. At the last meet Sydney was judging a race and noticed that a swimmer from her daughter’s team made an illegal turn at the wall. However, the stroke judge responsible for the lane was not paying attention. Sydney was not responsible for watching the swimmer she just happened to glance over and see the illegal turn.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Sydney do?

2) Does Sydney have a responsibility to disqualify the swimmer?

3) Should Sydney act like nothing happened because she was not supposed to be looking at that lane anyway?

4) Would her decision change if her daughter was involved in the race?

5) What if her child was the one who made the illegal turn?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sports/Sportsmanship Dilemma #3

 Trent is a senior at Johnson High School. He has been a member of the tennis team for four years and as a senior he is captain and the number one single’s player. Trent's senior tennis season has been quite successful. He has a 9-2 record, and he has helped his team to the first undefeated regular season in the school’s history.

 
Trent eases through the regional tournament and goes on to the state tournament. At the state tournament, Trent wins his first two matches and makes it into the semifinals for the first time in his tennis career. The semifinal match is an extremely important match not only for the team but also for Trent who could receive a college scholarship if he makes a good showing.


Trent's semifinal match is against a sophomore he has never played before. Trent wins the first set of the semifinal match 6-4. However, he falters in the second set and loses 3-6. The third set goes into a tiebreaker and Trent is down by one point with the match on the line. If he loses the point he will lose the match. However, if he wins the point he will be tied with a chance to still win the match. According to high school rules, the players make their own line calls during the match. There are no line judges. On match point, Trent's opponent hits a shot that is very close to being out of bounds and Trent cannot get to it in time to hit the shot back. At first, Trent is almost certain the shot was in, but it is close. He could very easily call the shot long and tie the game. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Trent do?

2) Does Trent deserve the benefit of the doubt with the call because this is his last chance to compete in the state finals and his opponent will have two more years to compete?

3) Does Trent's call make that much of a difference since it is not a call that would win the game for him, just bring the score even? 

4) Is there such a thing as “winning at all costs”?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Sports/Sportsmanship Dilemma #4


John is a member of the baseball team at his school. He is the star pitcher whom everyone counts on and looks up to. His team is playing against their archrival. In the second inning, John’s teammate hits a home run off the opposing pitcher. When the same teammate comes up again to bat in the fifth inning, the opposing team’s pitcher hits him in the head with a pitch. John’s team is furious and John is sure the other team’s pitcher was trying to get revenge for the home run that was hit earlier. Even John’s coach is violently angry. He approaches John and gives him an order. The other team’s pitcher is the second batter up the next time their team hits. The coach tells John to throw the ball at his head as payback for hitting John’s teammate. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should John do?

2) What if the coach had not said to aim at the head but another part of the body?

3) At what point do the unwritten rules of sports (like retaliation pitches) get overruled by morality?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Student Life Dilemma #1 


Bretia has been friends with Tomeka since fifth grade and they have always planned on double dating for their senior prom. Bretia has befriended Fred, basically a good kid but also thought of by people as “annoying”. It is a week before prom and there are several couples planning on going to dinner and a boat ride before prom. Fred asks Bretia if he can come along and bring his date. Bretia knows that Tomeka really doesn't like Fred and the other couples aren't that close with him but she also knows that Fred is a sweet kid who has a nice date. Tomeka has allowed some of the other couples to come along without consulting Bretia. 

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Bretia do?

2) Suppose everyone decides that they would rather not have Fred along?

3) What if Tomeka suggests that, if Fred comes with them, then Bretia wouldn't be welcome at her house-party afterwards?

4) What if everyone says “no” to Fred but Fred says that he can get free limousines through his uncle for everyone that goes together?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Student Life Dilemma #2


Jason is a junior in high school with some special academic needs. It is understood and accepted by all that Jason takes longer on tests and gets extra help after school from his teachers. Jason is very friendly to everyone but some students like to pick on him because of his learning challenges. Lauren is a classmate of Jason's and frequently hangs out with a large group of friends. She is not particularly close to Jason, nor does she know him that well. One day after school, Lauren sees a group of her friends pushing Jason in the hall calling him “retard” and “freak”.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Lauren do? 

2) Does she have a Christian duty to help Jason?

3) What does Lauren risk if she stands up to her friends?

4) What could Lauren say to her friends?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Student Life Dilemma #3

Kevin is a freshman at a state college. He is very knowledgeable about computers. For his graduation from high school his parents gave him a very sophisticated computer which includes a scanner and photo-editing capabilities. During his first weeks of college, Kevin figures out that his computer coupled with his knowledge can make him some extra spending money if he makes fake identification cards for his dorm mates. He is aware that making fake ID’s is a crime, but he doesn’t think there is any way he can be caught.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Kevin do?

2) Should Kevin’s decision be based on whether or not he thinks he will be caught?

3) Would this action be correct if Kevin planned to donate all of his money to charity?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature
[a]Student Life Dilemma #4


Katie and Betsy are at the movies early on a Saturday afternoon. As the movie ends, they notice that a few other classmates had been watching the same movie in the theater. They begin talking and Katie mentions that the two of them have no plans for the rest of the day. She inquires about what the other classmates are doing after the movie. The others say that they are going to stay in the theater complex all day, hopping in-and-out of different theaters, and seeing other movies for free. They invite Katie and Betsy to join them since the girls confessed that they had no prior plans.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should the girls do?

2) What would you say to someone who said, “The movie theater isn’t going to miss a few dollars. Besides, nobody was going to sit in that seat anyway.”?

3) Would this action be considered stealing? 

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Student Life Dilemma #5


Matt, Brian, Jason and Chris all grew up on the same street. They are juniors in high school. Together the boys have formed a close-knit group. On the corner of their street lives a crotchety, elderly gentleman, Mr. Ebert. He is notorious for yelling at the children whenever they play ball in the street because he thinks they block the road. Whenever the boys would hit a ball into his yard, he would keep it. Recently, Brian lost a soccer ball to Mr. Ebert and Chris a new football. Both boys are very upset and decide that on Halloween they are going to give Mr. Ebert something else to keep. They plan on throwing some eggs on his property. Brian and Chris go to the grocery store and buy two dozen eggs. 


On Halloween night, when the four boys come to the end of the street, near Mr. Ebert’s house, Brian and Chris inform the other two of their plan to egg the house. Matt, who once lost a basketball to Mr. Ebert, thinks this is a good idea. Jason is not so sure. Because of his uncertainty, the others tease him for awhile. Chris finally suggests that if Jason does not want to throw any eggs, then at least he can serve as a “lookout” to make sure nobody sees the boys vandalizing the house.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should Jason do?

2) Should Jason continue walking with the boys and act as a lookout?

3) If Jason just stands as “look out” is he as guilty as the rest?

4) Is there another way to solve the problem with Mr. Ebert?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

[a]Student Life Dilemma #6


At 11 p.m., Mary is driving home in her neighborhood from a friend's house. In a split second, a dog runs out in front of her car and she hits the dog. Mary gets out and sees that the dog is dead. She looks at the dog's collar and sees the owner of the dog lives a few houses down. No one is around and no one saw the accident.

Discussion Questions:

1) What should she do?

2) What if Mary hit a person?

3) What if the dog didn't have a collar?

4) What if Mary had been drinking?

We have discussed this Tough Choices.

________________________________ ________________________________

 Parent/Guardian Signature Student Signature

